
The Tobacco Dependence Program is dedicated to reducing the harm to health caused by
tobacco use. We do this through education, treatment, research and advocacy.
The Tobacco Dependence Program, UMDNJ-School of Public Health, helps programs, 
organizations and clinicians deal with tobacco issues and nicotine dependence. 

Products and services include:
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! consultation 
! education and training 
! policy & program development 

! treatment planning 
! staff recovery workshops
! tobacco dependence treatment

Visit our website
www.tobaccoprogram.org

for a listing of our 
products and services.

“The greatest challenge in NJ is devel-
oping and legislating comprehensive
smokefree air policies,” Larry said. “Other
states, like California and Delaware, have
had real success with this issue and New
York City is about to implement a compre-
hensive smoke-free policy.”

One area where Larry Downs and NJ
Breathes have made a real impact is in the
tobacco tax increases passed in NJ.
“We’ve advocated for and seen several
tobacco tax increases. In an organization
of so many groups, all with differing agen-
das and policies, the greatest
accomplishment is how we work so well
together as a coalition.”

When asked what the community can do
to support tobacco control in NJ, Larry said,
“We need to take a lesson from
Massachusetts and California where cutting
edge, successful, comprehensive tobacco
control programs have had funding drasti-
cally cut. People in community and state
tobacco control groups need to  boast about
the success of their work at town councils
and Board of Freeholders meetings. We
need to be our own salespeople and connect
the people who are benefiting from the NJ
Comprehensive Tobacco Control Program
to our electorate.”

Larry shared his vision for the future of
tobacco control in NJ: “I see a need for a
strong private sector advocacy effort to
keep our programs out there to make a dif-
ference.” Compared to the long history of
the tobacco industry in New Jersey, the
CTCP effort is very new. 

“We need increased aggressive, infor-
mative public service messages to include
ETS and smokefree air information,” he
said. “Just as NYC is moving toward com-
prehensive smokefree air policy, NJ needs
to move in a similar direction and we can
do that by getting accurate information out
to the public through community efforts
and the media.”
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